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Kit

TROPICAL FISH KIT

Introduction

Setup

There are four Families of freshwater fish that are considered livebearers, this care
sheet deals with the Family Poeciliidae which includes mollies, platies, swordtails,
guppies and mosquito fish. They are called livebearers because the females retain
their eggs until they are fully developed and give birth to free-swimming fry. Over the
years, livebearers have been selectively bred to create a host of different colors, body
shapes and fin types. Because they tend to be peaceful, colorful and hardy, they make
great beginner fish, and for many experienced aquarists their first aquarium fish was
some type of livebearer.

1. Open the Aquarium box and take out all of the materials. Check to see if all materials
arrived in working order. Check for cracks in your aquarium.
2. Rinse the aquarium out with water - do not use any soaps or cleansers. You may use
diluted rubbing alcohol to clean the inside but be sure to rinse several times after you have
used the alcohol mixture.
3. Rinse off the stones that come with your kit. Again, no soaps or cleaners needed. Place
the stones in the bottom of the clear aquarium. Install any decor or plants at this time.
4. Open the filter and cartridges from the bag. Rinse the cartridge under cold water to
remove carbon dust.
5. Install the cartridge into the filter using the orientation rib to position correctly. See below.

6. Install the filter into the tank. The filter catch must mount as shown in figure 2.
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7. OPTIONAL: Install the submersible heater. Using the suction cup on the back of the heater
attach it to the inside back wall of the aquarium. It is recommended that your range be
above 18ºC (64ºF) and 25ºC (77ºF).
8. Add water to your aquarium. While we recommend using reverse osmosis water that
might not be possible. Read the directions on the back of the included water conditioner.
And prepare one gallon of water for your aquarium. Use an old water jug or animal safe
container to prepare your water. You will not need the entire gallon so keep the remaining
water for your daily water changes. We recommend having this water available daily (see
upkeep section below.)
9. Plug in the power cord to the filter. Filter will begin to draw water from the tank, pump
water into the filter through the cartridge and return it to the tank.
10. Wait 15 minutes after filling the tank then plugin your heater, put the lid on your aquarium
and let the aquarium sit for a day or so.
11. Install the light on the tank. Be sure to check the water level of the tank at all time so that
the water is at the bottom outer edge of the hood.
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12. Add your fish. Place the container that your fish came in on top of the aquarium and let it
float for 10+ minutes. This will get your fish acclimated to the temperature of the
aquarium water. After 10+ minutes you can slowly start to allow some aquarium water
into the fish container. Repeat this a few times before finally releasing your fish into
his/her new aquarium.
13. Give your fish an hour or so to get to know his new environment before you feed him for
the day.

Feeding

Livebearers are omnivores and need both vegetable matter and meat based foods. They will
thrive on Tropical Flakes or Color Tropical Flakes. Frozen and live foods can also be fed as
treats or to help induce spawning and improve color. For best results, rotate their diet daily and
feed only what they can consume in under 2 minutes, once or twice a day.

Teacher
Notes

If you plan to add your fish to an established aquarium keep in mind that good
animal husbandry is essential — ensure low population densities, plenty of hiding places, low
bacteria levels and good water quality. In small tanks they will require frequent water changes
and good water maintenance—we recommend a suitable water conditioner for your goldfish.
Always take care that they are not restricted in their movements and are able to turn and swim
freely. In a shared aquarium, a little extra care may be needed at feeding time to ensure they
get their share, and to ensure that other fish do not nip at their elaborate finnage.
While you can add additional decorations to your Aquarium keep in mind that it is a small
habitat already. Do not overcrowd your aquarium.
Be sure to have everyone wash their hands after they’ve worked with any animal. Fish and
aquatic animals can transmit zoonotic disease to humans. Wash your hands with soap and
water before and after interacting with your aquarium. Children, pregnant women, elderly
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people and people with immune-system problems should take extra care.
Never release any animal into the wild. Contact You Pet’Cha if you need to get rid of your
animal and we will help you find a local resource. You can also consider donating your animal
to a local family or another teacher. Pass on these directions or contact us for a new set.

Upkeep

Water Changes: You should consider doing a half water change every other month. To do this
use your water change cup to take out 2 to 3 cup fulls of water from your aquarium and replace
them with new conditioned water. You should be able to keep your fish in the tank during this
process, however if your fish looks uncomfortable use a new, clean cup to remove your fish
while you do the water change. It’s a good idea to re-acclimate him to the tank just as you did
above.

Kit Contents
●
●
●
●
●
●

Aquarium (1.6 gallon aquarium with LED lights)
Water Conditioner (to make your tap water clean)
Food Pellets
Gravel
2 Tropical Fish
Instructions & Lesson Plans

Links
●

●

In Tank Thermometer:
http://youpet-cha.com/product/fish/heating/marina-lcd-aquarium-thermometer-centigrade-fahrenheit18-to-30-c-64-to-86-f/
Water Change Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL_gvKZCUAo
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